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Tullio S. Pescatore – em i nent ge ol o gist, Hon or ary Mem ber of 
the Pol ish Geo log i cal So ci ety, my dear friend and Pro fes sor of Ge -
ol ogy at the Uni ver sity of Sannio in Benevento – passed away on
May 30, 2012, at the age of 75. His pro fes sional ca reer was pri -
mar ily spent as Pro fes sor of Ge ol ogy at the Uni ver sity of Na ples
(1962–1994), where he held the post of Di rec tor of the In sti tute of
Ge ol ogy and Geo phys ics (1976–1978). In 1994, he was in vited by
the Fac ulty of Sci ence, Uni ver sity of Salerno, to be the Chair of
Ge ol ogy. In 1998, he moved to the Uni ver sity of Sannio in
Benevento and from 1998–2001, he was the Dean of the Fac ulty of 
Sci ence. From 2001–2004, he was the Di rec tor of the De part ment
of Geo log i cal and En vi ron men tal Stud ies. It should be em pha sized 
that he con trib uted to the cre ation of the Uni ver sity of Sannio in a
ma jor way and be came the co-founder and co-or ga nizer of the
Fac ulty of Sci ence at the Uni ver sity. He also con trib uted sig nif i -
cantly to the de vel op ment of the De part ment of Geo log i cal and
En vi ron men tal Stud ies, and later on, skill fully steered this De part -
ment on its course.

Pro fes sor Pescatore was born on 27.11.1937 in Benevento
and grad u ated from the Uni ver sity of Na ples in 1960. In 1961, he
was em ployed as an As sis tant at this Uni ver sity and in 1962 as an
As sis tant Pro fes sor, teach ing sedimentology and gen eral ge ol ogy.
In 1974, he gained the rank of Uni ver sity Pro fes sor in the dis ci -
pline of strati graphi cal ge ol ogy and was in vited by the Fac ulty of
Sci ence, Uni ver sity of Na ples to be the Chair of Ge ol ogy, first as
an Ex traor di nary Pro fes sor and, later, in 1978, as an Or di nary Pro -
fes sor. From 1994, he was in vited by the Fac ulty of Sci ence, Uni -
ver sity of Salerno, to be the Chair of Ge ol ogy. Later on, af ter the
cre ation of the Uni ver sity of Sannio, from 1998, he was ap pointed
as the Chair of Ge ol ogy, giv ing lec tures on re gional ge ol ogy, geo -
log i cal sur vey ing, and ap plied ge ol ogy. Be tween the years 1980
and 1994, he also lec tured on ap plied, ma rine ge ol ogy and li thol -
ogy at l'Istituto Universitario Navale, in Na ples, and or ga nized
ocean o graphic cruises in the Tyrrhenian and Ionian seas to re -
search the ge ol ogy of the seafloor. In 1969, he was elected a Mem -
ber of the Acad emy of Sci ences, Let ters and Arts in Na ples and in
1994, an Hon or ary Mem ber of the Pol ish Geo log i cal So ci ety. Pro -
fes sor Pescatore also held func tions in other sci en tific or ga ni za -

tions, in clud ing as the co or di na tor of sev eral sci en tific pro jects of
the Na tional Re search Coun cil (CNR) and the Di rec tor of the Cen -
tre for Stud ies of the Campi Flegrei vol ca nic phe nom ena.

Tullio made nu mer ous, very im por tant con tri bu tions to geo -
log i cal re search. He was one of the first ge ol o gists to ini ti ate mod -
ern, sedimentological stud ies of flysch de pos its and ba sin anal y sis
in the Cen tral Apennines. In par tic u lar, he helped to clar ify the
trans por ta tion and depositional pro cesses, as so ci ated with the
flysch of the Cilento area and to elab o rate a palaeographical model 
of the re la tion ship be tween the south ern Apennines and their
foredeep. This laid the foun da tion for mod ern in ter pre ta tions of
that part of the Apennine orogen. Dur ing his work at Na ples, he
was an im por tant mem ber of the Na ples Group, which also was
called the Na ples (Geo log i cal) School. His achieve ments in the
field of sedimentology were the rea son for elect ing him as Na -
tional Co or di na tor of the In for mal Group of Sedimentology (GIS)
of the Na tional Re search Coun cil (CNR) in the 1990s.

A very im por tant part of his re search was de voted to re gional
ge ol ogy, not only in the Cen tral Apennines, but also in Sic ily. The
re sults of his re search car ried out ei ther alone or with co-work ers,
had ma jor im pli ca tions for the un der stand ing of the gen eral ge ol -
ogy, lithostratigraphy and tec ton ics of these ar eas and was pre -
sented in nu mer ous pa pers. These stud ies made him an ex pert on
the ge ol ogy of the South ern Apennines. He also took part in the
prep a ra tion of the lo cal and re gional, geo log i cal maps of the Cen -
tral and South ern Apennines, such as the Struc tural Model of It aly
(1:500 000), the Geo log i cal Map of South ern It aly on a scale of
1:250 000, the Geo log i cal Map of Cen tral Lucania (South ern
Apennines) on a scale of 1.50:000 and geo log i cal. map sheets on a
scale of 1:50 000. His next field of in ter est was ma rine ge ol ogy.
He con ducted re search on the shelf of the Tyrrhenian Sea, where
for ex am ple he proved that in the Gulf of Pozzuoli, a com plex, se-
dimentary fea ture had de vel oped, in re sponse to sea-level change,
vol cano-tec tonic move ments and sed i ment sup ply. He worked
also in the Gulf of Tarranto, where he and his co-au thors, suc cess -
fully traced the pro lon ga tion of the Apennine, and foredeep tec -
tonic struc tures to the SE, un der the sea. He also was in ter ested in
geoarchaeology, car ry ing out in ves ti ga tions on the plain of the
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Sele River (Paestum), Pom peii, Basilicata and Benevento. He and
his co-au thors pre pared sev eral pa pers on a new, palaeogeographic 
re con struc tion of these ar eas dur ing the Ho lo cene. Last, but not
least in im por tance is Tullio's work, in con nec tion with the very
im por tant prob lem of re duc ing the ef fects of fu ture earth quakes in
the ur ban ar eas of Cam pania and es pe cially in the city of Bene-
vento. Many of his nu mer ous pub li ca tions are still con sulted to day 
and are cited by con tem po rary workers

We can not for get the close re la tion ship of Pro fes sor Pescatore 
with Pol ish ge ol o gists. He was the ini ti a tor of fruit ful co op er a tion
be tween ge ol o gists from the Jagiellonian Uni ver sity and the Uni -
ver sity of Na ples, and later, the Uni ver sity of Sannio. This co op er -
a tion re sulted in a num ber of joint pa pers, re gard ing the lithostrati- 
graphic and sedimentologic prob lems of the Cilento Flysch. I per -
son ally am grate ful for his kind as sis tance in in tro duc ing me to the
geo log i cal prob lems of the Apennines in the early 1970s. This
con tact later turned into a last ing friend ship, which I al ways val -
ued highly.

 In ad di tion to the wide range of geo log i cal prob lems in the
Apennines, noted above, Tullio also was de voted to com mu nity
work.

This short re view of Tullio's work can not do full jus tice to all
of the achieve ments that earned him rec og ni tion as a sci en tist of
dis tinc tion. Most of all, he will be re mem bered as a kind, mod est,
gen er ous and very hos pi ta ble per son.

Andrzej Œl¹czka
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