
MI LAN MIŠIK
(1928 – 2011)

The be gin ning of May 2011 brought sad news from Slo vak
ge ol o gists in Bratislava about the pass ing away of Pro fes sor Mi lan 
Mišik, an em i nent ge ol o gist work ing in the Carpathians. Sci en tific 
in ter ests that gained him in ter na tional rec og ni tion in cluded mi cro-
fa cies stud ies of car bon ate rocks. In Po land his stud ies on microfa- 
cies were for many years the base of such in ves ti ga tions not only
in the Carpathians. Pro fes sor Mišik was the founder of the Slova-
kian school of pe trog ra phy of sed i men tary rocks. His pa pers on the 
anal y sis of exotics from Cre ta ceous and Palaeogene conglomera-
tes had cru cial mean ing for palaeogeographic in ter pre ta tions. Pro -
fes sor Mišik was a very ac tive sci en tist un der tak ing re search in di -
verse fields of ge ol ogy. An au thor of over 200 sci en tific pa pers, he 
also de voted his ac tiv ity to the pop u lar iza tion of ge ol ogy in many
dif fer ent ways.

Ever since the be gin ning of his sci en tific ca reer in the Carpa-
thians, Pro fes sor Mišik had very close li ai son with Pol ish ge ol o -
gists. He at tended many an nual meet ings of the Pol ish Geo log i cal
So ci ety and other sci en tific gath er ings fo cused on the ge ol ogy of
that area, par tic u larly the Tatra and Pieniny Mts. Each of us could
count on his kind as sis tance dur ing our vis its to Slovakia, both in
sci en tific as well as lodg ing is sues.

Close re la tion ship of Pro fes sor Mišik with Pol ish ge ol o gists
was ex pressed in grant ing him, on the mo tion of the War saw
Branch of the Pol ish Geo log i cal So ci ety, the ti tle of the Hon or ary
Mem ber of the Pol ish Geo log i cal So ci ety dur ing its An nual Meet -
ing in 2001.

Mi lan Mišik was born on the 3rd of No vem ber 1928 in Ska-
lica, Sennica county. Later his life was linked with Bratislava.
Here he grad u ated from sec ond ary school and stud ied ge ol ogy in
the Fac ulty of Nat u ral Sci ence at the Uni ver sity. Af ter grad u a tion,
he  be gan his ca reer at the Uni ver sity of Bratislava, first as an as -
sis tant (1951–1960), and later as a do cent (1960–1970); in 1970 he 
was pro moted to the rank of pro fes sor. Be tween 1966 and 1978,
Pro fes sor Mišik was the head of the Geo log i cal De part ment; be -
tween 2002–2009, al ready as pro fes sor emer i tus, he con tin ued his
co op er a tion with the de part ment.  His lec tures and lab o ra to ries fo -
cused on the re gional ge ol ogy of the Carpathians, pe trog ra phy of

sed i men tary rocks, geotectonics, his tor i cal ge ol ogy and stratigra-
phy. He su per vised many dis ser ta tions and doc toral the ses. He also
had lec tures abroad, in Cuba at the Uni ver sity of Ha vana (1963–
1965) and in Al ge ria at the Uni ver sity of Constantine (1981–1983).
In ad di tion, he was an ac tive par tic i pant of many in ter na tional
geolog i cal con gresses and sym po sia.

The list of func tions that Pro fes sor Mišik held in var i ous sci -
en tific or ga ni za tions and com mit tees con tains nu mer ous po si tions. 
He ac tively worked e.g. in the Carpathian-Bal kan Geo log i cal As -
so ci a tion and In ter na tional As so ci a tion of Sedimentologists; he
was the co-or ga nizer of the In ter na tional Geo log i cal Con gress in
Prague in 1968. Pro fes sor Mišik con ducted nu mer ous internatio-
nal pro jects, e.g. “Evo lu tion of the north ern mar gin of Thetys” and 
“Cre ta ceous and Palaeogene geodynamics of the Al pine-Carpa-
thian-Pannonian re gion”. Par tic u lar sig nif i cance on the de vel op -
ment of sci en tific in ves ti ga tions had his ex ten sive mono graphs
such as e.g. “Microfacies of the Me so zoic and Ter tiary lime stones
of the West Carpathians” (1966) reach ing 269 pages or “Geolo-
gické exkursie po Slovensku”. A sim i lar role played his text books, 
e.g. “Stratygraficka a historicka geologia” ed ited in 1985.

Pro fes sor Mi lan Mišik was a mod est, open and ex tremely
friendly per son, with sta bil ity of views on ba sic is sues, which
along with high sci en tific au thor ity made him a very in flu en tial
fig ure in the geo log i cal com mu nity and al lowed him to bring up
many gen er a tions of ge ol o gists in Slovakia, who now a days be long 
to sig nif i cant as so ci ates of the sci en tific world.

The very close re la tion ships with Pol ish ge ol o gists were like -
wise with well-known and ex pe ri enced sci en tists and young ge ol -
o gists just beg ging their ad ven ture with Carpathian ge ol ogy. The
au thors of this mem oir clearly re mem ber his end less as sis tance
dur ing the or ga ni za tion of the joint Pol ish-Slovakian tele vi sion
programme “Through the Carpathians” com pris ing over ten ep i -
sodes and broad casted in Pol ish and Slo vak tele vi sions.

We bid fare well to an em i nent Carpathian ge ol o gist, a bosom
and very close per son.
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