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In obitu ar ies and men tions de voted to out stand ing sci -
en tists, ini tial years of their ac tiv ity are usu ally be ing treated 
mar gin ally and what is more, only gen eral or su per fi cial
pieces of in for ma tion are pro vided. How ever, in many cases 
just this stage shapes young ad epts of the schol ar ship and
de cides about their sci en tific way and fu ture fate, though it
de serves spe cial at ten tion. This ap plies also to our Pro fes -
sor. His life, sci en tific achieve ments, as well as ac tiv ity in
the field of ge ol ogy and edu ca tion were be ing de scribed in
sev eral memo ries with spe cial at ten tion paid to the pe riod,
when he was just the pro fes sor of Jagiel lo nian Uni ver sity
(Zno sko, 1981, 1983, D¿u³yñski, 1982, 1996, Mo ry cowa &
Œl¹czka, 2007, Œl¹czka & Mo ry cowa, 2007).

Mar ian Ksi¹¿kiewicz was born in Kraków on Janu ary
22, 1906. As the son of a re tired engine- driver he was liv ing
in the house at Ste fan Ba tory Str. 20, about two hun dred me -
tres away from his school, the Jan Ko chanowski Na tional
High School (Fig. 1), in which he passed the ma tur ity ex -
ami na tion on June 11, 1924 to un der take the study in the
Philo sophi cal Fac ulty of the Jagiel lo nian Uni ver sity. This
last step was for the eighteen- year old fel low the be gin ning
of his vi tal ad ven ture with ge ol ogy, de ter min ing all the fu -
ture life, de voted mainly to the re search work. He was a stu -
dent of few fa mous uni ver sity pro fes sors, such as: W. Szaj-
no cha – ge olo gist, S. Kreutz – min er alo gist, L. Sawicki –
ge og ra pher, J. Smo leñski – geo mor pholo gist, J. Nowak –
pa lae ontolo gist, and oth ers. It was a really out stand ing
school in the field of earth sci ences.

Al ready as a stu dent of the sec ond uni ver sity course,
since Oc to ber 1, 1925, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz had been em ployed 
in the De part ment of Ge ol ogy, chaired at that time by Prof.
W. Szajno cha with the staff: W. ¯elechowski – as so ci ate
profes sor, J. Pre mik and K. Konior – as sis tants (Szajno cha,
1926). He used to be en gaged as an aux il iary or sup por tive
as sis tant (“dem on stra tor”) every year sepa rately: twice on
six- month pe ri ods (1925, 1926) and three times on nine-
 month pe ri ods (1927–1929). Sev eral years be fore E. Pas -
sen dor fer, J. Smo leñski and W. Go etel, later fa mous uni ver -
sity pro fes sors, were be ing his prede ces sors on this ap point -
ment (Al ex androwicz, 2006).

The first re search task of the newly en gaged adept was
con nected with the range of his du ties en clos ing the ar -
range ment and sys tema ti za tion of geo logi cal col lec tions de -
posed in the de part ment. En cour aged by W. KuŸniar, who
trans ferred to him a rich set of fos sil teeth of fishes com ing
mainly from the quarry Bon arka in Kraków and also from
sev eral other out crops of the sur round ing re gion, in clud ing
ad di tional speci mens for merly found by S. Zarêc zny, S.
Stobiecki, J. Smo leñski and E. Panow. Pro fes sors W.
Szajnocha and J. Nowak as well as older col leagues friendly 
supported his study com pris ing the di ag no ses of 26 de ter -
mined taxa and sup ple mented by sev eral illustrations
(Fig. 2). The re spec tive con tri bu tion, writ ten in French, ap -
peared in the “In ter na tional Bul le tin of the Acad emy of Arts 
and Sci ences” (Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1926). It was the first pub li -
ca tion of M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz, con cern ing the Up per Cre ta -
ceous fos sils from the big, well- known out crop, par ticu larly 
im por tant for geo logi cal re search and edu ca tion, which was

Fig. 1. Build ing of the J. Kochanowski Na tional High School
which M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz at tended and got the cer tif i cate of sec ond -
ary ed u ca tion. Dur ing the World War II the Ger man In sti tute of
Ge ol ogy, Amt für Bodenforschung, was lo cated there



50 years later taken un der pro tec tion
as the na ture re serve and pro posed
also for the list of the Euro pean Geo -
sites.

As a stu dent in 1927 and 1928
years, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz par tici pated in 
two sci en tific ex pe di tions to Dobro -
gea and the Bal kans, or gan ized by
Prof. L. Sawicki – the di rec tor of Geo- 
graph i cal In sti tute of the Jagiel lo nian
University (Fig. 3). The course of the
sec ond trip was pre sented by the
young adept on the con fer ence of the
Pol ish Geo graphi cal So ci ety in Kra-
ków (No vem ber 5, 1928), and a year

52  S. W. ALEXANDROWICZ

Fig. 2. Teeth of fishes from Up per Cre ta ceous de pos its of the Kraków re gion de scribed by M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz (1926) in his first pub li ca -
tion

Fig. 3. Par tic i pants of the sec ond Bal -
kan ex pe di tion dur ing the rest near So fia:
third from the left – M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz,
fourth from the left – Prof. L. Sawicki
(Ciêtak 1933, Fig. 1)



later de scribed by him in a small book en ti tled “The last
travel of Professor L. Sawicki” (Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1929). It ap -
peared in the cy cle “Cra cow Geographical Lec tures”, ed ited 
by Prof. J. Smo leñski and published by the print ing house
“Or bis”, which be longed to L. Sawicki and later to his wife
(Fig. 4). This pub li ca tion was dedi cated to the mem ory of
Prof. L. Sawicki, who dur ing the route in Ma ce do nia con -
tracted ma laria and died few months af ter re turn ing home.
The course and geo logi cal re sults of the ex pe di tion were
pre sented by M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz at two sci en tific meet ings or -
gan ized by the Pol ish Geographical So ci ety (No vem ber 5,
1928) and by the Pol ish Geo logi cal So ci ety (No vem ber 24,
1929).

Al ready be fore the men tioned trips M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz,
stimu lated by Pro fes sor W. Szajno cha, be gan sys tem atic,
long- term re search in the Car pa thi ans with the aim to elabo -
rate the geo logi cal map of the sheet Wadowice. It was the
area for which, ex cep tion ally, such a map was not be ing
per formed within the frame work of the “Geo logi cal At las of 
Galicia” pro gram, re al ized by the Acad emy of Arts and Sci -
ences (Physio graphi cal Com mis sion, Geo logi cal Sec tion)
dur ing the pe riod 1881–1913 (Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1974). Selec-
ted data about out crops and geo logi cal for ma tions of this
area were de scribed in vol ume 11 of this At las (Szajno cha,
1902).

Physio graphi cal Com mis sion of the Acad emy gave M.
Ksi¹¿kiewicz the fi nan cial sup port just for 1926 year. It en -
abled the young stu dent to un der take field work and geo -
logi cal in ves ti ga tions, which were con tin ued for sev eral
years, lead ing fi nally to the edi tion of the de tailed geo logi -
cal map and the text, not pub lished pre vi ously. It was the
last part of the “Geo logi cal At las of Galicia”, crown ing the
ac tion ini ti ated in 1881 and re al ized by the Acad emy up to
the be gin ning of the World War I (Al ex androwicz, 2008b).

In the first stage, in ves ti ga tions car ried out by M.
Ksi¹¿kiewicz cov ered an area spread ing to the west and
south of Wadowice (en vi rons of An drychów, Inwa³d, and
Mucharz), with spe cial at ten tion be ing paid to geo logi cal
for ma tions and the struc ture of the Go dula and Ci eszyn nap -
pes. A re port sum ma riz ing these stud ies was pub lished in
vol umes 61- 63 of the “Re ports of the Physio graphi cal Com -
mis sion”, while the de scrip tion in clud ing de tailed map (Fig. 
5) ap peared in the Bul le tin In ter na tional of the Acad emy
(Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1929, 1930). The Pol ish ver sion of this last
con tri bu tion was pre sented on Janu ary 7, 1929, at the Philo -
sophi cal Fac ulty of the Jagiel lo nian Uni ver sity, as M.
Ksi¹¿kiewi cz’s Ph.D. the sis. Prof. J. Nowak and Prof. S.
Kreutz served as op po nents of this the sis. Ex ami na tions in
ge ol ogy (main sub ject) and in min er al ogy (sup ple men tary
sub ject) took place on Feb ru ary 4, ex ami na tion in phi loso -
phy – on June 1, and fi nally af ter the gradua tion cere mony
on June 15, 1929, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz got the doc tor’s de gree.
From the be gin ning of the next aca demic year (Oc to ber,
1929) he be came em ployed at last as as sis tant (“jun ior as sis -
tant”) in the De part ment of Ge ol ogy, led by Prof. J. Nowak
(af ter the death of Prof. W. Szajno cha). Few months later,
the newly ap pointed doc tor was in vited by the Physio -
graphi cal Com mis sion of the Pol ish Acad emy of Arts and
Sci ences (PAAS) to par tici pate in its re search ac tiv ity as an
of fi cial col labo ra tor.

Still in the same year (1929) M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz, sup -
ported fi nan cially by the Physio graphi cal Com mis sion, con -
tin ued geo logi cal map ping of the sheet Wadowice, namely
in the area com prised be tween Kal waria and Lanck orona.
He was the first to note pre vi ously un rec og nized geo logi cal
for ma tions oc cur ring be tween the Go dula and Ma gura nap -
pes, and cov er ing the first of them. These strata were be ing
in ter preted as build ing a new faciesl- stratigraphic unit, for-
ming tec tonic out liers. The last view, how ever, was main -
tained for a very short time only.

The world eco nomic cri sis, which be gan in the 1930s,
caused dras tic limi ta tions of fi nan cial means trans ferred to
the Acad emy by the Min is try. As a re sult, the Physio graphi -
cal Com mis sion stopped the sup port for M. Ksi¹¿kiewi cz’s
ac tiv ity. In spite of these dif fi cul ties, in years 1930 and
1931, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz still con tin ued field work in the
north ern part of the sheet Wadowice, tem po rary us ing the
sub sidy granted by the Pol ish Geo logi cal In sti tute in War -
saw, which at that time ad mit ted him, for the first time, as a
part ner and col labo ra tor. Be side car to graphi cal ac tion he
de voted more at ten tion to the com pli cated zone of Lanc-
korona and rec og nized it as the ax ial part of an ele vated
struc ture bear ing tec tonic win dows, al though few years be -
fore geo logi cal for ma tions crop ping out within this zone
were in ter preted by him as tec tonic out liers. At that time, he
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Fig. 4. Ti tle page of a small book with the de scrip tion of the
sec ond Bal kan ex pe di tion or ga nized by Prof. L. Sawicki
(Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1929a)



be came in ter ested in ex otic blocks of pre- Carpathian rocks
found in flysch de pos its. Re sults of these in ves ti ga tions
were pre sented in March 3 and 8, 1932, dur ing sci en tific
meetings of the Pol ish Geo logi cal In sti tute and the Pol ish
Geo logi cal So ci ety, as well as in few con tri bu tions. Just af -
ter the World War II, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz de voted much more
at ten tion to the dis tri bu tion and com po si tion of these
blocks.

In the year, a valu able pub li ca tion of M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz
(1932a) ap peared and was pre sented on May 25, 1932 at the 
Coun cil of Philo sophi cal Fac ulty of the Jagiel lo nian Uni -
ver sity, as a Dr.Sc. the sis (“ha bili ta tion”) (Fig. 6). Pro fes -
sors J. Nowak, W. Fried berg, and J. Smo leñski pro vided
three posi tive opin ions. Two con secu tive ses sions of the
Fac ulty, on De cem ber 7 and 9, 1932, with the par tici pa tion
of about 45 pro fes sors, were de voted to the col lo quium and
the lec ture of the can di date: “Iso stasy and move ments of the 
earth’s crust”. Both were crowned with the full suc cess and
fi nally, on Janu ary 27, 1933, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz got ve niam
leg endi, con firmed on March 2, 1933 by the Sen ate of the
Jagiel lo nian Uni ver sity and on June 27, 1933 by the Min is -
try. Still be fore these for mal de ci sions, on Oc to ber 1, 1932,

M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz was em ployed for three years as the “ma -
jor as sis tant”, and from Feb ru ary 1, 1935 as the as so ci ate
pro fes sor (for mally since Janu ary 31, 1935).

As a mem ber and col labo ra tor of the Physio graphi cal
Com mis sion, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz con tin ued dur ing six years
(1932–1937) his geo logi cal stud ies of the sheet Wadowice,
al though not be ing spon sored by the Pol ish Acad emy of
Arts and Sci ences. Only in the sum mer sea son of 1933, did
he get a lim ited sup port for the field work from the tour ist
or gani za tion – Pol ish Ta tra So ci ety, of which it was a mem -
ber of the In spect ing Sec tion. In these years, his geo logi cal
ac tiv ity was be ing con cen trated on few prob lems of stra -
tigra phy and tec ton ics in clud ing par ticu larly the struc ture of 
the mar ginal zone of the Ma gura Nappe in the south- eastern
part of the stud ied area, also within the ad ja cent sheet
Maków. In this last area he col labo rated with M. Klima-
szewski (who later be came a fa mous Pol ish geo mor pholo -
gist), and re sults of these com mon ob ser va tions were pre -
sented on No vem ber 26, 1933 at a sci en tific meet ing of the
Pol ish Geo logi cal So ci ety in Kraków (Al ex androwicz,
2006, 2008a). Two years later, the re sults of his de tailed in -
ves ti ga tions about stra tigra phy of flysch de pos its and the
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Fig. 5 Geo log i cal map of the Carpathians in the Wadowice re gion (Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1930)



geo logi cal struc ture of the north ern mar gin of the Ma gura
Nappe within the sheet Wadowice were pub lished (Ksi¹¿-
kiewicz, 1935a).

Like in pre vi ous years, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz de voted spe -
cial at ten tion to the zone com prised be tween Kal waria and
Lanck orona, namely to the de vel op ment and dif fer en tia tion
of the Mid dle Cre ta ceous flysch, the oc cur rence of green,
red and varie gated shales, as well as to its tec tonic struc ture
char ac ter ized by the up lifted an ti cline with steeply- dipping
or even over turned strata (Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1933a, 1936). In
co op era tion with J. Bur tan and A. Gawe³, he also de scribed
ra dio larites in ter ca lat ing red shales, as well as vol canic
rocks: por fir ites and tuf fites. Worth not ing is also the rec og -
ni tion of the WoŸniki Unit, a spe cific suc ces sion of the
Lower and Up per Cre ta ceous de pos its, out crop ping in the
vi cin ity of Lanck orona within tec tonic win dows (Gawe³ &
Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1936). This suc ces sion of flysch for ma tions
was later dis tin guished and de scribed by him as the Sub-

 Silesian Unit (Nappe), an im por tant ele ment of the geo logi -
cal struc ture of the Outer Car pa thi ans.

The “Ex ter nal Klip pen Belt” was the next mat ter of
geo logi cal re search. On the geo logi cal map of the Andry-
chów area, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz (1935b) marked six klippes oc -
cur ring at Inwa³d, Pañska Góra, Tar ganice, and Roc zyny
(Fig. 7A). These klippes are com posed of crys tal line gneiss- 
like rocks, my lo nites, Up per Ju ras sique lime stones of the
Štram berk fa cies, platy lime stones with horn stones, conglo- 
merates, lime stones and marls of the Late Cre ta ceous age,
as well as Eo cene or gan ode triti cal lime stones (Fig. 7B). The 
so- called “An drychów Klip pen” be came in ter preted as tec -
toni cally de tached blocks, which oc cur in the fore land of the 
Sile sian Nappe. The author re garded them as rem nants of a
“cor dil lera” situ ated to the south of the an cient ba sin of the
Sub- Silesian Unit. Af ter the Word War II, two lo cali ties of
these klippes (Inwa³d and Tar ganice) got the status of Na -
ture Monu ments.
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Fig. 6. The M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz ap pli ca tion to the Philo soph i cal Fac ulty of the Jagiellonian Uni ver sity with the re quest for ad mit ting to
ha bil i ta tion (Dr. Sc. de gree)



Si mul ta neously, with the be gin ning of the 1930s
(1930–1931), fol low ing the ini tia tive of Prof. J. Nowak, M.
Ksi¹¿kiewicz un der took geo log i cal re search in the south ern 
part of the Cieszyn Foot hills, tak ing ad van tage of the grant
al lo cated by the Physiographical Com mis sion of the PAAS.
The first re sults of these in ves ti ga tions were pre sented dur -
ing a sci en tific meet ing of the Pol ish Geo log i cal So ci ety on
Feb ru ary 5, 1933, and pub lished in the In ter na tional Bul le -
tin (Fig. 8). In 1932, the Pol ish Acad emy of Arts and Sci -
ences es tab lished the Com mis sion of Silesian Pub lish ers.
Thanks to its fi nan cial sup port, three as sis tants of the De -
part ment of Ge ol ogy of the Jagiellonian Uni ver sity: M.
Ksi¹¿kiewicz, and J. Burtan and K. Konior as co-au thors,
dur ing few years pre pared and fi nally pub lished the de tailed 
geo log i cal map 1:50,000 of the Beskid Œl¹ski Mts. and their
foot hills. The map was ed ited to gether with geo log i cal
cross-sec tions and the de scrip tive text (Burtanówna et al.,
1937).

Geo logi cal field work in the Czywczyn Mts., be tween
White and Black Czere mosz river val leys (East ern Car pa -
thi ans) was for M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz an other epi sode of re -
search ac tiv ity. To gether with S. Soko³owski they pre pared
geo logi cal map of the man ga nese ore de posit dis cov ered by
Prof. J. To kar ski, who was the ini tia tor of this proj ect
(Ksi¹¿kiewicz & Soko³owski, 1934).

M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz took also part in a study of the young -
est sedi ments spread over the Car pa thian Foot hills within
the sheet Wadowice, and par ticu larly in the vi cin ity of Cie-
szyn (Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1935c). A spe cial geo logi cal map of
Qua ter nary de pos its cov er ing the foot hills of the Be skid
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Fig. 7 A. The geo log i cal map of the “Ex ter nal Klippen Belt”
(Andrychów Klippes) (Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1935b); B. Stra tig ra phy of
geo log i cal for ma tions of the Andrychów Klippes (Ksi¹¿kiewicz,
1935b



Œl¹ski Mts. was pre pared and pub lished (Fig. 9). It was one
of the first maps pre sent ing in de tail Pleis to cene sedi ments
of the Car pa thi ans. The re sults of these stud ies were pre -
sented dur ing a spe cial con fer ence or gan ized on De cem ber
18, 1934 by the Pol ish Geo logi cal So ci ety. In the course of
this con fer ence, a dele ga tion of the So ci ety to the third Con -
gress of Qua ter nary As so cia tion, or gan ized in the next year
in Vi enna, was elected. The of fi cial min utes of this con fer -
ence were com piled by M. Kli maszewski (Al ex androwicz,
2008a). M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz, to gether with M. Kli maszewski
and seven other ge olo gists (geo mor pholo gists), were nomi -
nated as dele gates. The In ter na tional Con gress in Vi enna
took place in Sep tem ber 1-25, 1936. It was an im por tant
meet ing, which fi nally es tab lished and ac cepted the name of 
the world wide sci en tific or gani za tion deal ing with the
young est geo logi cal pe riod, the In ter na tional Qua ter nary
As so cia tion – IN QUA. Moreo ver, dur ing their visit to Aus -
tria, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz and K. Skoczylas- Ciszewska had the
op por tu nity to ex am ine sev eral out crops in the vi cin ity of
Vi enna to made to gether ob ser va tions and to com pare
flysch de pos its and struc tural ele ments of the Vi enna For est
Hills and the Pol ish West ern Car pa thi ans (Ksi¹¿kiewicz &
Skoczylas- Ciszewska, 1937).

The last con tri bu tion of M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz pub lished just 
be fore the World War II deals with the rela tively rich fos sil

fauna of cepha lo pods from Lanck orona (Ksi¹¿kiewicz,
1939). It was be ing col lected dur ing two years by him self
and with the as sis tance of E. Panow. The whole set compri-
ses 10 spe cies of am mon ites and 4 spe cies of be lem nites, as
well as nu mer ous un de ter min able frag ments of lamellibran- 
ches, brachio pods, and other fos sils. The de ter mined taxa
indicated the Early Cre ta ceous age (Barremian–Aptian) of
the Grodziszcze Sand stones, and par ticu larly of its lo cal fa -
cies dis tin guished as the Os trea Sand stones (Fig. 10). It is
one of a rare finds of mac ro fos sils docu ment ing the age of
flysch de pos its in the Outer Car pa thi ans.

The 1:50,000 geo logi cal map of the sheet Wadowice
and the ex plana tory text, in clud ing a de tailed de scrip tion of
geo logi cal out crops, for ma tions and struc tures of this area,
were ready just in 1938 and be came trans ferred to the Pol ish 
Geo logi cal In sti tute in War saw to be pub lished soon. Ad -
mit tedly, in the fol low ing year the first proofs were to be
avail able, but edi to rial work took so much time that be fore
the break of the World War II nei ther the map nor the text
had ap peared. How ever, litho graphic plates of the map had
been just made and stored in the G³ówczyñski pri vate print -
ing of fice.

The need and in ter est in the knowl edge of the world,
dif fer ent coun tries or re gions and their geo logi cal prob lems, 
stimu lated with the par tici pa tion in two ex pe di tions or gan -
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Fig. 8 Geo log i cal map of the Cieszyn Foot hills be tween the Olza and Vistula rivers (Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1932b)



ized few years be fore by Prof. L. Sawicki, pro voked M.
Ksi¹¿kiewicz not only to take part in the fol low ing in ter na -
tional con fer ences, but also to un der take his own ex pe di -
tions with well de ter mined sci en tific pro gram. Un for tu -
nately, the trip to the So viet Un ion planned for 1937 had to
be can celled. Nev er the less, in the fol low ing year he went to
an ex cur sion to Ger many, Swit zer land and It aly, which
gave him an ex cel lent chance to study the geo logi cal struc -
ture of the Alps, both from tec tonic point of view and re -
gard ing the de vel op ment of par ticu lar geo logi cal for ma -
tions and suc ces sions. He also stayed in Vi enna to check the 
cor rect ness of his own de ter mi na tions of the just men tioned
fos sil fauna from Lanck orona, by study ing pa lae on to logi cal 
col lec tions of the Uni ver sity of Vi enna and the Natural-
 Historical Mu seum.

In the next year, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz was dele gated by the
For eign Of fice to Por tu guese East ern Af rica (Mo zam bique) 
with the aim of con duct ing geo logi cal re search into natu ral
re sources and to es ti mate the pos si bil ity and ad vis abil ity of
ex ploi ta tion, which was in ter est ing for the Pol ish gov ern -
ment. This trip was planned for the pe riod of May 1 – De -
cem ber 30, 1939, so that the out break of the World War II
made him im pos si ble to come back to Po land. In De cem ber
1939 he ar rived in France, and a year later be came evacu -
ated to Great Brit ain, where in years 1940–1942 he served
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Fig. 9. Geo log i cal map of Qua ter nary de pos its of the Cieszyn Foot hills be tween the Olza and Vistula rivers (Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1935c)

Fig. 10. Ammonites from the Up per Neocomian found in out -
crops of the Ostrea Beds in Lanckorona (Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1939)



in the Pol ish army as a sol dier spe cial ized in car tog ra phy.
Since May 15, 1943 he was em ployed in Lon don in in sti tu -
tions be long ing to the Pol ish gov ern ment: Foun da tion of
Cul ture and Min is try of Sci ence and Edu ca tion. In ad di tion,
he also had lec tures for Pol ish stu dents in Bir ming ham.

Just af ter the war (July 7, 1945) M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz sent a
let ter to Pro fes sor T. Lehr- Sp³awi ñski, Rec tor of the Jagiel -
lo nian Uni ver sity, and ex pressed his will ing ness for re turn
from Eng land to take again sci en tific and edu ca tional job in
Kra kow. The short and ex plicit Rec tor’s an swer come
nearly im me di ately: “I call you Doc tor to come back to of fi -
cial du ties in the Uni ver sity as soon as pos si ble”. As a re -
sult, since De cem ber 1, 1945 M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz be came ap -
pointed as an As sis tant Pro fes sor in the De part ment of Ge -
ol ogy, which af ter the death of Prof. J. Nowak was chaired
at that time tem po rar ily by Prof. J. To kar ski. Al ready a
month later, the Philo sophi cal Fac ulty had ini ti ated the pro -
ce dure for pro mo tion of M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz to the rank of pro -
fes sor, and ap pointed one of the most cele brated Pol ish ge -
olo gist as the main re viewer. It was Prof. K. Boh danowicz – 
the di rec tor of the Pol ish Geo logi cal In sti tute, who was liv -
ing just af ter the war in Kraków, and since Janu ary 27, 1945 
oc cu pied tem po rar ily a flat in the Jan Ko chanowski Street 5
(Granic zny et al., 2008). It was the house of the J. Kocha-
nowski High School, used dur ing the oc cu pa tion by the
Ger man Geo logi cal In sti tute (Fig. 1). The re view has a cha-
racteristic sig na ture “KBoh danowicz 11. I. 46. Kraków Ko -
chanower 5”. It is a de tailed and com pre hen sive, af firma tive 
opin ion (12 pages), ac ces si ble in the Ar chive of the Jagiel -
lo nian Uni ver sity. As a con clu sion it con tains an une quivo -
cal sup port for the sug gested pro mo tion. In con se quence,
the de cree ap point ing M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz a full pro fes sor of
ge ol ogy was re solved by the Fac ulty and of the Uni ver sity
Sen ate, and fi nally be came un der signed on June 1, 1946 by
the Presi dent of the Na tional Coun cil of Po land.

Dur ing the war, the Pol ish Geo logi cal In sti tute was
closed by Ger man authori ties, trans ferred from War saw to
Kraków, and re- organized as Amt für Boden for schung. It
was lo cal ized in the build ing of the then closed Jan Ko -
chanowski Na tional High School (Fig. 1). Prof. R. Brink -
mann, the di rec tor of this in sti tute, found in War saw litho -
graphic plates of the sheet Wadowice geo logi cal map, or -
dered to trans late ex pla na tions of sym bols and printed the
map with out mak ing author’s cor rec tion. In this way, it was
pub lished in 1941 with out knowl edge of the author, as “Ge -
olo gische Karte des Gen er al gou ver ne ment – Blatt 49/29” at
the scale of 1:50,000, with sym bols writ ten in Ger man. The
genu ine text of “Ex pla na tions”, pro vided by Amt für
Boden for schung to Kra kow in or der to trans late it into Ger -
man lan guage, was saved just be fore the lib era tion of the
town in Janu ary, 1945. There was only a prob lem with find -
ing the tec tonic map, few ta ble boards and draw ings. Just af -
ter the lib era tion, all these ma te ri als were taken over by the
re con structed Pol ish Geo logi cal In sti tute, which de cided to
take the edi tion.

Be fore the last- ditch proof- reading of both the map and
the text of the sheet Wadowice, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz re solved
to make amend ments and sup ple ments, re quir ing the ad di -
tional field work. For three years (1946–1948) he ob tained
fi nan cial sup port from the Pol ish Geo logi cal In sti tute and
took in ves ti ga tions to com plete and up date the de scrip tion
of par ticu lar out crops and struc tures, and mainly to con -
strain the age of se lected for ma tions, us ing mi cro pa lae on to -
logi cal ar gu ments. In marls of the Sub- Silesian and Sile sian
units, in dica tive as sem blages of fo ra mini fers were found,
which en abled to dis tin guish and docu ment their Late Cre -
ta ceous or Eo cene age (Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1950). The iden ti fi -
ca tion of in dex spe cies of the ge nus Glo botrun cana was
par ticu larly im por tant (Fig. 11).

The Pol ish edi tion of the men tioned map to gether with
ex pla na tions ap peared ten years later. It was the fi nal sup -
ple ment ing of the set of maps with de scrip tions ed ited be -
fore the World War I (1881–1913) by the Acad emy of Arts
and Sci ences in Kraków, as the Geo logi cal At las of Galicia
(Al ex androwicz, 2008). The text was pub lished as a book
en ti tled “Ex pla na tions to the Sheet Wadowice”, al ready
pre pared be fore the World War II and sup ple mented just af -
ter, com prises 283 pages with 12 ta bles of pho to graphs, and
18 ta bles of draw ings. At that time it was one of the most
im por tant mono graphs, deal ing not only with the de scribed
re gion but also with ge ol ogy of the en tire West ern Outer
Car pa thi ans (Ksi¹¿kiewicz, 1951). Un for tu nately, ac cord -
ing to regu la tions in tro duced by com mu nist authori ties, it
was in cluded to clas si fied pub li ca tions ac ces si ble only to a
lim ited number of ge olo gists bear ing a spe cial per mis sion.
Only af ter the de cline of the former po liti cal sys tem in Po -
land in 1989, the book be came open to all.

The early stage of sci en tific ac tiv ity of Prof. M. Ksi¹¿-
kiewicz falls into the pe riod pre ced ing the World War II. It
was closed with the achieve ments of 20 sci en tific trea tises
and con tri bu tions pub lished mainly in the In ter na tional Bul -
le tin of the Pol ish Acad emy of Arts and Sci ences and in An -
nals of the Pol ish Geo logi cal So ci ety (Roc znik Pol skiego
Towarzystwa Geo logic znego), with 18 an nounce ments and
re port ing notes, 7 popu lar iz ing ar ti cles and a dozen pa pers
re lated to meet ings or gan ized by the Physio graphi cal Com -
mis sion, Pol ish Geo logi cal So ci ety, and Pol ish Geo logi cal
In sti tute1. The de scribed stage can by treated as an en trance
gate to great sci en tific car rier of Pro fes sor Ksi¹¿kiewicz, a
re sult of strenu ous and fruit ful work dur ing the fol low ing
35 years. In this time, he cre ated his own sci en tific school,
com posed not only from as sis tants em ployed in the De part -
ment of Ge ol ogy of the Jagiel lo nian Uni ver sity and the
Chair of Physi cal Ge ol ogy of the Acad emy of Min ing and
Met al lurgy, led by him self, but also from young ge olo gists
from the Kraków Branch of the Pol ish Geo logi cal In sti tute,
Geo logi cal Labo ra tory of the Pol ish Acad emy of Sci ences,
and other in sti tu tions. In un prece dented de gree Prof. M.
Ksi¹¿kiewicz ad vanced geo logi cal in ves ti ga tions of the
Outer Car pa thi ans, with at ten tion paid to sev eral prob lems.
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1 Un pub lished data quoted in the text come from ma te ri als stored in the Ar chive of the Jagiel lo nian Uni ver sity (S II 619, WMP 44), Ar chive of Sci ence of
the Pol ish Acad emy of Arts and Sci ences and the Pol ish Acad emy of Sci ences in Kraków (K I-11 j.a. 7, 15), Ar chive of the Pol ish Geo logi cal In sti tute in
War saw, and from pri vate ar chive of the author.



The most im por tant of these are: sedi men tol ogy of flysch
de pos its, crowned by a syn the sis of palaeo geog ra phy, as
well as stud ies on trace fos sils and life con di tions in the Car -
pa thian “geo syn cline”. These achieve ments be came broadly 
rec og nized and uni ver sally val ued, so that they founded the
opin ion on the ex cep tional sci en tific per son al ity of Prof. M.
Ksi¹¿kiewicz as one of the most out stand ing ge olo gists of
the cen tury.
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