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Twenty-five years have passed since the de cease of our
in dis pens able, ex cep tional Pro fes sor, Mas ter, and a Per son
very in ti mate to his pu pils and co-work ers.

Pro fes sor Mar ian Ksi¹¿kiewicz passed away in Kraków 
on Feb ru ary 16, 1981, and was bur ied at the Rakowice
Cem e tery in this town. In ac cor dance with his will no
speeches were made at the fu neral and the cel e bra tion pro -
ceeded in si lence.

Pro fes sor M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz’s pu pils re mem ber him still
and feel his spir i tual pres ence among us till now. This feel -
ing was in ten si fied dur ing the session “In Memoriam” de -
voted to the 25th an ni ver sary of Pro fes sor’s death, and the
5th an ni ver sary of the death of his fa vour ite pu pil and
friend, Prof. Stanis³aw D¿u³yñski. The ses sion was held on
Oc to ber, 7, 2006,  in the old his toric seat of the De part ment
of Ge ol ogy of the Jagiellonian Uni ver sity, in the Ko³³¹taj
Col lege, St. Anna Street 6. Dur ing this ses sion, we were re -
mem ber ing the ex cel lent, un for get ta ble lec tures of our ex -
cep tional Teacher de liv ered just in this lec ture hall.

Mar ian Ksi¹¿kiewicz, son of Jan and Hel ena née
Popiel, was born in Kraków on Jan u ary 22, 1906. Due to
pre ma ture death of his mother and serious ill ness of his fa -
ther, he was living in the house of his half-sis ter Maria
Kapuœciñska. Af ter fin ish ing sec ond ary school in Kraków,
he stud ied ge ol ogy at the Philo soph i cal Fac ulty of the
Jagiellonian Uni ver sity in the years 1924–1928. Since
1925, he had been em ployed as as sis tant at the De part ment
of Ge ol ogy of this Uni ver sity, led by out stand ing ge ol o -
gists: Prof. W³adys³aw Szajnocha and, sub se quently, Jan
Nowak. In 1929 M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz ob tained the doc tor’s de -
gree on the ground of the the sis “Re sults of pre lim i nary geo -
log i cal in ves ti ga tions in the Wadowice Carpathians”, and in 
1933 was qual i fied as as sis tant pro fes sor at the Jagiellonian
Uni ver sity.

In 1939, he was sent by the Min is try of For eign Af fairs
to carry out geo log i cal in ves ti ga tions in Mo zam bique and,
af ter the out break of the World War II, moved to France and 
joined there the Pol ish Army. Af ter the de feat of France, he

was evac u ated to Great Brit ain and was serv ing there in Pol -
ish Armed Forces till 1943, be ing later em ployed in the
Foun da tion of Na tional Cul ture and, sub se quently, in the
Min is try of Ed u ca tion as lec turer of ge ol ogy for Pol ish stu -
dents in Bir ming ham.

Af ter the end of the war, Mar ian Ksi¹¿kiewicz re turned
to Kraków in No vem ber 1945 and was em ployed in his par -
ent De part ment of Ge ol ogy of the Jagiellonian Uni ver sity,
first as as sis tant pro fes sor. In June 1946 he was nom i nated
or di nary pro fes sor and head of the de part ment. Dur ing this
first pe riod of ac tiv ity, M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz had pro moted nu -
mer ous ge ol o gists. The ma jor ity of them be came later fel -
lows of the Pol ish Acad emy of Sci ences. In the years 1951–
1957 all the de part ments of geosciences of the Jagiellonian

Fig. 1. Prof. M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz dur ing a dis cus sion with his
assistants



Uni ver sity with their sci en tific staffs were as signed to the
Acad emy of Min ing and Met al lurgy, what in flu enced neg a -
tively on the de vel op ment of sci en tific stud ies in this field in 
Kraków.

In the years 1954–1960, Prof. Ksi¹¿kiewicz was em -
ployed ad di tion ally as the chief of the Carpathian Branch of
the Pol ish Geo log i cal In sti tute, con trib ut ing sig nif i cantly to
splen did de vel op ment of geo log i cal in ves ti ga tions in the
Carpathians and to dis tinct pro mo tion of this sci en tific in sti -
tu tion.

More over, in the years 1970–1973 he was di rec tor of
the In sti tute of Geo log i cal Sci ences of the Pol ish Acad emy
of Sci ences. Af ter 1973 Prof. Ksi¹¿kiewicz re turned to his
post at the Jagiellonian Uni ver sity to pro mote fur ther pu pils
spe cial iz ing in ge ol ogy of the Carpathians, but, un for tu -
nately, did not con tinue his ex cel lent lec tures.

Prof. M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz was elected in 1952 cor re spond -
ing mem ber of the Pol ish Acad emy of Sci ences and in 1969
be came its fel low.

The main sci en tific ac tiv ity of Prof. Ksi¹¿kiewicz was
as so ci ated with the Carpathians. Apart from geo log i cal
map ping – which he con sid ered to be the fun da men tal task
of ge ol o gist – his stud ies con cen trated on palae on tol ogy,
sedimentology, palaeo ge ogra phy, and geodynamics.

He formed a world-wide known school spe cial iz ing in
the sed i men ta tion of flysch de pos its, be ing also the ini ti a tor
of pi o neer ichnological stud ies in flysch se quences and the
au thor of a mono graph on this sub ject. He car ried out stud -
ies on the re con struc tion of the base ment of the Carpathian
flysch se ries on the ba sis of ex am i na tion of ex otic blocks
and rock frag ments oc cur ring in flysch strata.

The re sults of his stud ies on litho- and biostratigraphy
and tec ton ics of the Pol ish Outer Carpathians were pre -
sented in more than 140 pub li ca tions and in nu mer ous un -
pub lished pa pers. He was also the au thor of nu mer ous valu -
able geo log i cal maps of the Carpathians and of the “Palaeo-
geo graphic-Fa cies At las of the Outer Carpathians”. In the
fi nal stage of his life, Prof. Ksi¹¿kiewicz ed ited a syn thetic
mono graph pre sent ing his dy namic con cept of tec tonic evo -
lu tion of the Carpathians, awarded with the high est state
prize.

The in ter na tional ap pre ci a tion of sci en tific achieve -
ments and of sedimentological school formed by Prof.
Ksi¹¿kiewicz is ev i denced, for in stance, by the fact that he
and Prof. D¿u³yñski are the only Pol ish ge ol o gists men -
tioned in the fun da men tal mono graph “The evo lu tion of
clastic sedimentology”, ed ited by Hakuyu Okada and Alec
J. Kenyon Smith in 2005.
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Fig. 2. Ko³³¹taj Col lege of the Jagiellonian Uni ver sity in Kra-
ków, St. Anna str. 6. His tor i cal seat of the De part ment of Geo-
logy; photo taken in the 1970s

Fig. 3. Lec ture hall of the De part ment of Ge ol ogy of the
Jagiellonian Uni ver sity in the Ko³³¹taj Col lege; photo taken in the
1950s



Prof. Ksi¹¿kiewicz was an in com pa ra ble lec turer and
ed u ca tor of young ge ol o gists. His lec tures on dy namic, his -
tor i cal and re gional ge ol ogy were very in ter est ing and fre -
quented by great num ber of stu dents and even by ex pe ri -
enced nat u ral ists. He was the au thor of the first Pol ish ac a -
demic hand book on “Dy namic ge ol ogy”.

Apart from sci en tific and di dac tic ac tiv ity, he was in ter -
ested in clas si cal mu sic, arts and na ture in the broad mean -
ing of this word. Dur ing field work he was teach ing the stu -
dents not only ge ol ogy, but also to rec og nize plants, in sects
and even the voices of birds. In our In sti tute his win dow-sill 
was a din ing place for birds.
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Fig. 4. Plate on the build ing of Mar ian Ksi¹¿kiewicz Collegium 
Geologicum in Kraków, Oleandry str. 2a, the new seat of the De -
part ment of Ge ol ogy of the Jagiellonian Uni ver sity

Fig. 5. Com mem o rat ing plate in the hall of Mar ian Ksi¹¿kie-
wicz Collegium Geologicum in Kraków

Fig. 6. Old lec ture hall of the De part ment of Ge ol ogy (cf. Fig. 3) in the Ko³³¹taj Col lege dur ing the Ses sion “In Memoriam”, held in
2006; photo taken by W. Obcowski



In the years 1947–1950, Prof. Ksi¹¿kiewicz was the
mem ber of The State Geo log i cal Coun cil, and in the pe riod
1963–1967 – the Main Coun cil of the Min is try of Higher
Ed u ca tion and the head of Geo log i cal Ex perts Group in this
Min is try. In the years 1962–1964, he was the dean of the
Fac ulty of Bi ol ogy and Earth Sci ences of the Jagiellonian
Uni ver sity.

Prof. Ksi¹¿kiewicz was also en gaged in so cial ac tiv ity,
be ing in the years 1931–1939 sec re tary, and in the pe riod
1947–1951 pres i dent of the Geo log i cal So ci ety of Po land,
which dis tin guished him by nom i nat ing its hon or ary mem -
ber, as did the Geo log i cal So ci ety of Lon don. Be sides, he
was hon or ary mem ber of the Hun gar ian, Bul gar ian and Slo -
vak Geo log i cal So ci et ies, and a corresponding mem ber of
the French Geo log i cal So ci ety.

Prof. M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz was hon oured with nu mer ous
dec o ra tions and dis tinc tions, and in 1972 awarded with the
Com mander’s Cross “Polonia Restituta”.

Prof. M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz was mar ried to Zofia Zieliñska
and had one daugh ter Ma³gorzata.

As al ready men tioned, he passed away on Feb ru ary 16,
1981 and was bur ied on Feb ru ary 20 at the Rakowice Cem -
e tery in Kraków, ac com pa nied – fol low ing his will – in sol -
emn si lence by nu mer ous Pol ish and for eign pu pils,
co-work ers, col leagues and friends.

The In sti tute of Geo log i cal Sci ences in Kraków, to hon -
our Prof. Ksi¹¿kiewicz’s mem ory, be stowed his name to the 
Collegium Geologicum in Oleandry Street 2a, and his pu -
pils placed in its hall a com mem o rat ing plate in 1985. The
name of Pro fes sor Mar ian Ksi¹¿kiewicz was also given to
the Carpathian Branch of the Pol ish Geo log i cal In sti tute in
Kraków.
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Fig. 7. Par tic i pants of the Ses sion “In Memoriam” in the court yard of the Collegium Maius of the Jagiellonian Uni ver sity; photo taken
by W. Obcowski
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